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SUNDAY STEWARD’S REPORT

Dear members,

On behalf of my fellow stewardship team members I would like to start by reflecting on what has been a busy and transitional period in the life of Lyndon Methodist Church.

Last year saw the formation of one stewardship team from the former Stewards’ and Lyndon Co-ordinating Team members.  During this formative year we have presided over the departure of one minister, and another come and bring fresh impetus and ideas to every aspect of life at Lyndon, and we are so pleased how David, Diane and Elizabeth have settled in and we look forward to strengthening our relationships even further over the coming years.

The Stewardship Team itself is made up of a group of Sunday Stewards- Jo Hancock, Hilary Rowe, Caron Chapman, Julie Neale, Andrew Wassall and yours’ truly, plus one representative from the Property Task Group, namely Shirley Taylor, plus our Treasurer and Circuit Steward, Ian Hancock and our Social Events organiser, Libby Stretton. As one of the least experienced stewards it is a privilege and so re-assuring to have such an experienced and talented group of people to work with, all of whom sharing a passion and calling to serve our Church Community and more importantly, our Lord through our shared lives here at Lyndon.

However, every year brings fresh challenges and renewal is always sought and this year is no different so we are looking to strengthen our team in order to bring fresh ideas and momentum to the team. If you are as passionate about your faith and about serving Lyndon then please make it known to David Alford at the earliest opportunity. 

The role of the Stewardship Team is wide ranging and a number of the team also have other responsibilities within the wider life of Lyndon so any additional support from new members will be very much appreciated.

There are also other regular, but no less vital roles that you could fulfil such as collection stewards or preparing coffee and refreshments. I am also aware that Jesus Crew are also looking for further assistance and the Brigades will always be willing to consider new volunteers to come along and help.

Finally, can I draw your attention to the working day which is taking place on Saturday 27th April whereby the Church and Centre will receive its annual spring clean and any help you can offer will be very gratefully received. If you can help please let a member of the Property Task Group know, and they will allocate one of the many tasks to you.
Thanks in anticipation,
Many Blessings
Jeremy Wassall  
THE MINISTER’S REPORT
Well, preparing my first report for the Annual Church Meeting reflecting upon the last seven months, eight by the time this report is read, I look back with great thanks already. Thanks to previous colleagues for their leadership at Lyndon, the history and tradition of care. Thanks to the office holders, treasurer, stewards, communion stewards, welcome stewards, Church Council and pastoral secretaries, pastoral class leaders and visitors for their hard work and the continuity they have forged by bridging the gap between ministers and allowing me to settle, to get familiar with the church and the surrounding area, and also the time, effort and faith each bring to the church.

A big thank you for our Jesus Crew to Lynn, Kate, Jayne and Lesley and all who give help to them, the nurturing of faith and its meaning to them in their young discipleship. And that brings me to ‘Breakfast Church’. Sam, Stuart and Michael, who have led them in their expression of ‘church’, but church all the same but relevant to them. We experienced a wonderful Mothering Sunday Worship in the hall, and thank you to them for that experience, and we look forward to the development of Breakfast Church in the future.

I also give a big thank you to ‘Lyndon People’ for showing me another way of worshipping God, finding Jesus in a relaxed and almost gospel like solitude, finding rest and solace in the sharing of informality and friendship. Thank you to Wendy, Keith, Gilbert, David and Cookie for providing worship, and to the guest preachers and the stewards for aiding in the service.

Also a big thank you to the Brigades, Boys and Girls for their welcome, acceptance and friendship they have extended to me and my family. For showing me how precious the work of the Brigades is to the history of Lyndon.

This brings me to the Captains Jeremy and Sarah and all the officers and leaders for their role within the Brigade and Church, not just their help to me, but their commitment, dedication and hard work in their time consuming roles, that in modern life they still find space to give so much to the activities, and the joy they also bring to Lyndon Church and the Company.

My time at Lyndon has shown me the commitment and mission the church gives to the development of children and young people, and this is shown in the work of the Nursery, the church’s vision in nurturing children in the early years of their lives and to aid parents and guardians with the hard work of rearing children. We give a big thank you to Sue, Leigh and the staff of the nursery in their vocation of care.

I give thanks to Marion and the ladies of the Tuesday Women’s Fellowship for the wonderful welcome and sharing in a devotional and reflective informative hour of fellowship, care and love. A thank you to Shirley, Alma and Mary for the Friday Lunch Club, for their hard work, wonderful food and fellowship in a friendly relaxed atmosphere that welcomes all for a time of sharing over a meal.

However the work of the church is not just about one area but all areas. We give thanks for the tradition of the church, the fellowships and the worship providers and enablers. For Lyndon sings out, the Worship Group and for Barry providing music for worship, wonderfully supported by Jo and Deb.

A thank you also to my team of Ermine, Catherine and Claire, although with Catherine a short time has been spent working together due to her good news of future parenthood. May we continue to pray for her and Chris and their ‘Good news’, and of course Claire as she keeps Lyndon on the map and me in check.

We also rejoice with a touch of sadness as we prepare to say ‘good bye’ and ‘good luck’ to Deb, Colin, Josh, Esther, Simeon and Rebekah Humphries. As Deb takes up her appointment in this circuit at Perry Hall, we ask for God’s blessing upon them and give thanks that her calling was realised within this fellowship and that we should be very proud of them all.

These are just a few thanks you from my short time here as minister in experiencing what Lyndon is all about. It is about a collective body of the church, people working together for the faith in Christ Jesus, where all are valued and loved in a safe environment, where we all contribute and where all are welcome. The Spirit is working here at Lyndon and may it continue to work in us all as we grow in its strength, joy, hope and love and indeed faith we share.

‘In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.’ (Ephesians 2: 21-22)

God Bless you all

Rev. David Alford

JESUS CREW
The numbers of children attending Jesus Crew have been consistent throughout the year. During the year though Jesus Crew were sad to lose the help and support of Debbie Binns and Mary Ward from the team, their support and input will be missed. Jesus Crew thank Debbie and Mary for all their involvement and time over the years. 

Following some previous restructuring the first half of the year ran well with leaders covering two weeks per month, as well as there being a joint session run by Catherine Lamb and ‘All Age Worship’. Of late Jesus Crew have struggled with covering additional sessions, but would like to thank Jeremy and Jackie Wassall, Diane Alford, Sarah Marks and Shirley Taylor for their offers of assistance.   

During the year the children have enjoyed many different learning and craft based activities covering various themes. In June the children assisted Julia in leading worship on Sunday morning, in July they joined in events when Julia and Sam moved on to pastures new. At Christmas the children played key roles in the Crib Service and Carol Service. 

As in previous years it was our aim to delay the Christmas party and run it as a New Year party instead. However due to the severe weather conditions the decision was taken to cancel it to ensure safety for all.  

Despite our numbers being consistent this year Jesus Crew remains very anxious about being able to sustain this in the future and recruitment remains key item on our agenda. In recent weeks we have been lucky that two extra children have joined us however this still means that from September our numbers could be potentially lower than they have been for several years.  

Despite new offers of help to run Jesus Crew this year we remain keen to always bring new ideas to the groups. If there are any members of the congregation who don’t feel able to assist us on a regular basis but may feel they are able to run a ‘one off’ session on a particular theme linked to a key time in the church calendar we would very much welcome your help. We would also like to increase the numbers of children joining us on a Sunday morning and recruitment is an ongoing agenda item. Therefore please keep us in your prayers. 

Jayne Hodgkiss 

BREAKFAST CHURCH

Since taking over in September, we (Stuart, Sam and Michael) have had to adapt quickly to our new roles, which after a couple of sessions I feel we did. The number attending Breakfast Church has varied from session to session, on a couple of occasions there were around 10/11 people, with some sessions peaking at 22. The average attendance to Breakfast Church is around 15/16 people, which we feel is a steady number.

As for the contents, since September Breakfast Church has been focusing on the theme relationships, for example with each other, with themselves, with God, with family etc. We feel this has really helped engage the young people as we have been tackling an everyday issue, while also highlighting how much the bible and the stories from it can help us and teach us, whilst making sure we are not giving them answers/ forcing answers on them but helping them make their own decisions via small group work and then feeding back as one big group.

Breakfast Church's aim is to bring youth more regularly into church, particularly the 11-18 age range, and we feel we are achieving this and hoping to continue this as some of the younger boys/girls in the brigades, the church or even the community get older. Breakfast Church still has some more room to grow and I feel as time goes on it will, we just have to keep trying to bring new people in and keep it fun and original to make the people who are there want to stay.

Stuart Wrigglesworth

Lyndon People

This group meets to worship on the third Sunday of every month at 6pm in the coffee lounge. It is an informal service specifically geared to meet the needs of people with learning difficulties, enabling them to worship in a meaningful way alongside people without such challenges. 

The services are lead by the minister or visiting preachers or worship leaders (with local preachers present).  Our services incorporate a variety of activities - watching extract from films related to the Bible, drama and discussing what we have seen. We also sing hymns and worship songs and have a time of open prayers. We have discovered amazing talent and listened to testimony and prayers from people with learning difficulties that we would otherwise never have witnessed. All who come find the worship different but so inspirational. What’s more some of those attending are actually members of other churches and denominations of the Christian faith so we are doing our bit to encourage church unity and we are learning from each other. 

The numbers of those attending is growing – from an average of 18 to around 25 now. Some of the new members come from outside of our congregation. 

Sadly one of our members passed away in January and a number of us went to his funeral. At Lyndon People we said prayers for him and held a collection.

The programmes of worship and overall organisation are managed by a group comprising people with and without learning disability. We are supported by Solihull Life Opportunities (SoLO) in terms of experience, policies and practise and in being able to advertise our group to a wide range of people with a learning disability. With the support of prayer and our congregation we hope this group will continue to grow in every way.
Wendy Magee

Weekly Bible Group and Outreach Communion

The Bible Group has now moved to Acocks Green Church where 2 members of Lyndon meet with 4 or 5 members of Acocks Green. David Alford leads us in interactive Bible study followed by communion. Whilst our numbers may be small our worship is powerful and as Jesus said ‘where a few gather in my name...’. We have a lively discussion on the liturgy for the week, we sing hymns and have open prayers of intercession. At the end of the meeting we share communion together. As this is the time each week when the two churches worship together we see this as a very important part of the prayer life of both churches.

During the last year, two members of our Church have taken Holy Communion out to members who are unable to come to Church for whatever reason – ill health, caring responsibilities, etc.  On average this means visiting 4 households per month, taking bread and wine blessed at the Wednesday Bible Group and sharing the bible readings and discussion with those being visited. Time is also spent generally talking, supporting, praying and keeping these members up to date with Church activities. We feel this service is very important in meeting the needs of those unable to access the main services and many people comment that they feel linked to the church through these visits.
Wendy Magee
Links to Lyndon School Humanities College
One member (Wendy Magee) is the Church’s representative on Lyndon School Humanities College Governing body. This has meant attending four-hour meetings every 2 months as well as other occasional meetings. It has provided an opportunity to support the school in it’s aspiration to encourage the development of students who are ‘well-rounded’ citizens – academically able, socially responsible and emotionally literate. Working on the Governing Board we have been able to support these aspirations and also be involved in discussions on school assemblies and the RE curriculum. Over the last year, governors have been encouraged to link up with subject leads and our representative has linked with the team leader for Citizenship and RE and is also on the newly formed Curriculum sub-committee.

We have been able to continue our ‘chaplaincy’ work at the school. Catherine Ralph has been in school talking to staff and meeting pupils on a weekly basis. David Alford has also visited the school and met with pupils and staff. Prior to Christmas a pupil of the school passed away and David, Catherine and Wendy all supported the school through this traumatic event. Recently Catherine has been unable to fulfil this role and discussions are underway to find a way to continue the work whilst she is on maternity leave.

The work at Lyndon School Humanities College has a long-term objective to increase the exposure of pupils to the value of a spiritual life and the Christian faith. Both of these activities will hopefully in time make a contribution to assemblies and the RE curriculum as well as giving pupils the opportunity to become more spiritually aware.

Wendy Magee 

Women’s Fellowship

I am pleased to report that Women’s Fellowship continues to meet each Tuesday afternoon. During the past year we have sadly lost two of our members, Jean Powers and more recently, Daphne Smallman, but still have a small loyal group. 

We are indebted to Rev. David Alford who, in his busy schedule, joins us regularly; his input is very much appreciated. As we meet weekly, it is getting more and more difficult to obtain enough speakers, but we continue to fill our programme with happy/ interesting Members’ Afternoons, sharing past experiences and interesting stories together. 

As is our custom, members still donate regularly to the Church and also give generously to charity through monthly sales tables and our weekly ‘penny bag’ collections (this also being supported regularly by Church members).

Sadly, due to the increasing cost of coach travel, we have had to forego our annual outings, with apologies to those Church members who have joined us on previous occasions!

There will always be a warm welcome for more ladies to come and share our small prayerful/ devotional group, meeting each Tuesday afternoon in the name of the Lord.

Marion Pontin - Secretary 

Worship Group

I write this report after having been with my dad Chris Taylor to Trinity Church in Solihull where the worship group led the service.  It is always a privilege to visit other Churches and to know that we worship the same God, sometimes the congregation are a little taken back at our modern approach to worship and take a while to join in, but other times just like this morning we are welcomed with open arms and a real joyous time of praise and worship is enjoyed by all.

This is what our worship group is about – a time of prayer, praise and worship to our God who is great and worthy to be praised.  We offer an open invitation to our Wednesday evenings, both young and old alike are welcome – just come with an open heart to Worship him and enjoy a time of refreshing.

Craig Taylor

LYNDON SINGS OUT
Lyndon Sings Out continues to come together to rehearse and perform choral music for the major festivals, and on other occasions. This past twelve months have seen performances at Harvest and Christmas, as well a special contribution as part of the Passion 2012 production and for Julia and Sam’s leaving party. Each occasion, we will rehearse for four or five Friday evenings prior to performance, and are enjoying singing a range of new material sourced for the season. A good number of people come along each time. Some can read music, others don’t, some enjoy the challenge of singing in parts, others may be glad to be singing the top line… Now that we have become a regular feature of the calendar at Lyndon we have changed our funding arrangement. Anyone who sings with us makes a once a year contribution (of £10) which enables us to continue to buy new music for each season (a set of music for a single piece costs between £25 and £50 – which is why you will sometimes hear them repeated every couple of years or so!). 

We are grateful to everyone that supports this venture (particularly to Barry Davis who provides the accompaniment), and we hope that we have the balance about right, in singing on an occasional basis while not becoming a regular choir. All enjoy the fellowship, sing well, and learn and perform some new music.

Deb and Ian Hancock

LUNCH CLUB

Although we fed 41 folk for a very successful Christmas Lunch, on average we usually have 23-27 join us each Friday, and everyone tells us how very much they enjoy meeting up with friends and, over a varied menu, enjoy a good chat. Sorry to say we have lost Daphne, a very regular customer, and other folk due to ill health and mobility problems have not been with us every week, however Ring and Ride and a couple of taxi firms are kept very busy on Fridays.

Unfortunately due to Bob’s health we did have an extended break from Christmas into the new year, but Mary and Alma have given me wonderful support- as have the ‘pudding and cake’ suppliers- without their help I would not have been able to continue Friday lunches. However thankfully Bob is making steady progress and I hope to be ‘cooking’ for a bit longer.

Shirley Spiller

2nd SOLIHULL GIRLS’ BRIGADE

After a great Christmas, our girls arrived at GB full of anticipation of another great year!

Officers in GB started the year off with a fellowship meal at The Wheatsheaf.  Squashed on a round table (our stipulation to chat easier) we enjoyed a great evening to chat about GB and many other things we never get time to do on Thursdays!

The snow came but we were still able to meet and by the time it left we were able to enjoy a visit to Disney on Ice at Birmingham’s NIA.  Some of our girls were transformed into Princesses and we all enjoyed a fabulous show.

We held another Tenebrae Service on Maundy Thursday.  The girls joined in and with the candles burning and bible readings undertaken, this evening was special to all involved.

At the end of May we held a Jubilee Party Night where everyone dressed in red, white and blue as we had done for the Royal Wedding.  We enjoyed homemade cakes, in colours to match our dress, drinks and fun.  The girls were also treated to a Jubilee pin on badge with the official Jubilee emblem on.

Due to Julia’s surgery in March, our joint GB / BB Display had been put back to June.  We were witness to a fabulous arrangement from each section, many of them Olympic themed!  Our girls did us proud and from the laughs of the audience, we are sure they enjoyed it too.

Later in June our Juniors were taken to Earlswood for a weekend away.  We had great fun visiting the craft centre and spending time with the girls.  I don’t think they had much sleep but they all enjoyed it which is the main thing!

In July we held a party for Julia and Sam.  Again we were munching through homemade cakes and having fun!  The girls loved having Julia as Minister and Sam as ‘the Minister’s wife’ and they were very sad to see her go.

September arrived and we again enjoyed a weekend away at Earlswood Methodist Church.  It is a great place to go that isn’t far from home and is such an enjoyable time for the girls.

Rev David held his first Enrolment Service in October and it was fantastic to see such a huge amount of girls come to this special service.

We were really happy to have been asked to produce a window in Father Christmas’ Grotto – some girls joined in to make our window a winter wonderland.  Even the Explorers had made pompom snowballs to decorate the window!

We finished 2012 with a fabulous Christmas Party for the Explorers and Juniors.  All girls had a great time with party games, drinks and cakes and a special visit from Father Christmas!

Our numbers at January 2013 are as follows:

Explorers
20

Juniors
18


Seniors
8

Brigaders
8

Officers
7

Helpers
2

As always I would like to thank the Officers and helpers – without them we wouldn’t be the successful company that we are, teaching girls to ‘Seek, Serve and Follow Christ’.

Another person to thank is Sarah Gupwell.  Sarah very kindly agreed to be our Chaplain from September 2012 and we appreciate the time she spends in company.  Especially after her very long day at work! 

Sarah Marks

Captain
73rd Birmingham Boys’ Brigade Annual Report

Six of our young men achieved the Boys’ Brigade’s highest award (The Queen’s Badge) last June. They were presented with their awards by the Queen’s Official representative in the region, The Lord Lieutenant of the West Midlands.  In addition a number of our older members have affirmed their faith by becoming members at Lyndon Methodist Church, two of whom (Sam Williams and Stuart Wrigglesworth) now run Breakfast Church in conjunction with a former member, Michael Walton.  I am so proud of the achievements of these young men who bore witness to their faith by leading the whole Church in worship at the Mothers Day/ March Parade Service attended by well over 100 regular members of the congregation and guests who visited Lyndon for the first time.  This follows on from such a fantastic “Passion” production created by Sam Monaghan that took place nearly twelve months ago and for which so many of our young people played key roles.

Other major success stories include Toby Hancock winning the Birmingham Battalion’s  David Woodfield Trophy for boys aged 11 or under. He designed and created a lovely picture depicting the story of Jesus calming the storm. Further successes include Tom Spencer and James Evans each winning the Birmingham Battalion’s Terry Trophies awarded to the best solo drummer and bugle/ trumpet player, requiring them to play a pre-set test piece of music against other boys in the Battalion.  Tom and Chris Hockaday also enjoyed success for our company by winning the Battalion’s Under 15 and Open Age Pool competitions and a number of our boys also ran out champions in the Battalion 5-a-side football championships, by winning 18 out of 20 fixtures over a five month period.

We hope that this year will culminate in six of our older members successfully completing their Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award Expeditions which take place in Snowdonia in the Summer and a further 5 of our boys having similar success in completing their Bronze expeditions which take place in April (practice in the Cotswolds) and September (assessment in the Shropshire Hills).

A further two of our members are also hoping to attain their Queen’s Badge this year and a number of others are working towards their President’s badge, before going on to commence work on their Queen’s Badge.


In some ways this year will mark the end of an era when our eight oldest lads reach the end of their careers as “rank and file” members of our Company, some of whom have been with us for 13 years.  Without doubt this will leave a huge void in our company, as most will move on to University in various parts of the country and may never return to us if their career paths dictate so.

 Many of these lads have undertaken major roles within the leadership team of the company and will be sorely missed by all. However, as seasoned members of our leadership team will profess there have been many boys over many generations in our company history who have trodden similar paths before them and we wish them well in all that they choose to do. Their progress will offer fresh opportunities to the next generation as we endeavour to fulfil the Brigades’ object being "The advancement of Christ's kingdom among Boys and the promotion of habits of Obedience, Reverence, Discipline, Self-respect and all that tends towards a true Christian manliness."

May I ask that you share our successes with others around the area.  With so many leaving at the end of their BB careers we are anxious to fill the void with fresh members with the aim of boosting our numbers back up to the seventy mark. In particular our numbers at the lower end of the age spectrum have been hit over the last 12 months or so and it would be such a shame that the achievements of this generation of young men cannot be replicated with similar success over the next few years and beyond.

Finally, can I thank our team of leaders who year on year support our young people, not just here at Lyndon on a Monday and Wednesday evening but also at all the extra events that take place away from here such as our annual week’s camp, Band competitions, expeditions, football matches and the like. Many of these people are also generous and selfless in their support of other events and activities within the wider life of Lyndon Methodist Church. If you feel called to support our work with young people then don’t be frightened to ask- the rewards are fantastic even if the pay is not that great! 

Blessings to you all.

Jeremy Wassall
Captain

73rd Birmingham Company, The Boys Brigade

LYNDON METHODIST NURSERY

We are pleased to report that numbers were good at the start of the Nursery year last September and they have continued to increase steadily throughout the year. We are currently full to our staffing capacity and have a waiting list for places both now and September 2013.

We are now working to the new Early Years Foundation Stage Document which came into force in September 2012. The change to this revised curriculum has gone relatively smoothly with nothing more than minor teething problems.

Our Parent Partnership Programme continues to progress and expand with Open Days and Consultation Sessions taking place.  We have also now formed a Lyndon Nursery Working Group where Parents/ Carers are invited to meet with staff and discuss ways to make any improvements to, or raise funds for the Nursery.

The Christmas Fayre was again widely promoted within Nursery and was well attended by our families. We received lots of positive feedback, particularly regarding the Grotto. The Nursery Nativity was also very well received, the children were brilliant and we would like to thank Rev. David for conducting this.

Finances are on track and we are making regular payments to the Church each term.

As always we would like to express our gratitude to the Nursery Management Committee for their continued guidance and support.

Leigh Cahill & Susan Orme 

Nursery Managers

CHARITY REGISTRATION

After a couple of years of work, by a number of individuals to whom we say thank you, we have now registered as a charity with the Charity Commission. 

Previously, as a church within the Methodist Church in Great Britain, we were classified as an ‘excepted charity’, which meant we had the benefits of charity status (for example being able to recover tax paid on weekly offerings through the Gift Aid scheme), without needing to do the more onerous elements of being a charity in our own right. The law has changed, and (because of our size) we have needed to register as a charity in our own right.

The members of the Church Council, where they are legally able to be so, are all trustees of the charity known as Lyndon Methodist Church. Our charity registration number, which will soon appear on our notices and in other places, is 1150167.

You can find out about us, as a charity, on the Charity Commission website (www.charity-commission.gov.uk), search for Lyndon Methodist Church. In due course our annual report and annual accounts will all be published online as part of our obligations being a registered charity.

FINANCE REPORT

For the year ending 31 August 2012, we remained solvent. We were unable to put any substantial funds back into reserve, which we had ‘borrowed’ in a previous year due to a shortfall in our general accounts. Indeed, it was necessary to withdraw a further sum from reserves in order to maintain a working balance.

	
	2011 - 12
	2010 - 11

	General Account - Income
	£50,043.00
	£52,310.00

	General Account - Expenditure
	£56,890.00
	£56,590.00

	Property Account - Income
	£26,412.00
	£30,229.00

	Property Account - Expenditure
	£36,993.00
	£25,037.00


· Special Note – The property account deficit was planned, using funds raised in a previous year to replace the windows in the church. The general account deficit is a genuine shortfall.
Our reserve policies, which guide us as to the amount of money we keep in our accounts, are as follows:

· General Fund (including both General Account and Property Account above) – We aim to have a working balance of around £15k, this being about 10 weeks running costs. Due to a delayed Gift Aid refund which will arrive with us in the next financial year, we are less than this figure, at a little over £10k.

· Reserve Fund – We aim to have around £20k in our emergency repairs and renewals fund, to enable urgent repairs (eg failure of the heating system or replacement of a flat roof). We are currently significantly below this figure with less than £9k identified for emergency repairs and renewals.

In summary, we have set ourselves a fairly low reserves policy (your treasurer is a firm believer in using money for mission rather than storing it away for a rainy day – but it is certainly raining at the moment) but we are failing to maintain that low level of reserves. We are not about to become insolvent however, which is good news.

Copies of our Financial Statements are available for anyone who wants to study the figures in more detail.

At a recent Church Council, we considered our gift to the Circuit. This gift, previously known as the Circuit Assessment, is closely aligned to our total weekly giving, and helps pay for for mission and ministry across the Birmingham Methodist Circuit. The Circuit principally pay for staff, including our minister and other staff input to ministry here at Lyndon. 

While the Property Fund is largely self sufficient, thanks to the careful attention we give to maintaining our building at least cost, and to the income we receive through contributions from organizations, the Friday lunch club, and lettings, the General Fund is largely dependent on our weekly giving, and it is from this that the Circuit Gift is taken.

Last year I wrote about levels of weekly giving, both in total, and in terms of pounds per member per week. I asked members to consider what value they placed on the work of God in this Church and Circuit? Committed weekly giving is a very personal thing, since it depends greatly on an individual’s ability to give. We were encouraged in the year end accounts that weekly giving had increased in the year to 31 August 2012

However, at Church Council, in considering our gift to the Circuit, I had to report that our weekly giving comparing the first 30 weeks of the financial year that we are now in, with the first 30 weeks of the last financial year, had fallen again. This may be a reflection of the harsh economic situation that everyone finds themselves in, but it did mean that Church Council had to decide not to increase our gift to the Circuit (the Circuit are facing increased costs of around 3.5%). Even so, our weekly giving will not cover our gift to the Circuit, and we remain reliant on Gift Aid refunds and other fundraising activities (which we do really well) to support the mission and ministry in this Church and Circuit.

The challenge for us all, is to continue to think about our weekly giving. If you are a church member and don’t currently give regularly, please consider doing so. Here are some ways that you can:

· Envelope Scheme – Using envelopes acts as a reminder that the work of the church carries on even if you are not here some weeks. Commit to an amount you will give each week, and bring your envelopes next time you come.

· Standing Order – These are easy to set up and enable you to commit to an amount, weekly or monthly, to be gifted from your bank account.

· Gift Aid – Whatever form of recorded giving you use, providing you pay income tax or capital gains tax and are happy for us to do so, we will be able to recover the tax you have paid on the amount of your gift. Ask for a declaration form.

· Give As You Earn – Some employers provide the facility for individuals to give directly from their gross salary, before tax deductions are made.

If you want to know any more about giving to your church, please contact either Bob Spiller (for envelopes) or myself.

And a sincere thank you, because whatever you give, large or small, regularly or infrequently, through recorded giving or in the plate on Sunday, it is all helping us to do God’s work in this place and in this area. Thank you.





Ian Hancock – Church Treasurer

PROPERTY TASK GROUP

Looking tired and a little weary, worn and slightly grey round the edges? NO NOT US– the Church and Centre.

As always this has been a fairly busy year with plenty of work carried out. We have not had any major fund raising and nothing that jumps out at you as having been renewed or refurbished, although I say with tongue in cheek we have had some new chairs in the coffee lounge.

BUT we have continued to maintain and upgrade where necessary, changed lights in the sports hall, tested all electrical items, repaired the p.a. amp in church, cleaned the ceilings in the sports hall , and emulshioned the lower walls in the coffee lounge to name a few ..

There are many tasks that need to be undertaken in our ‘Church and centre, some too big for us to undertake ourselves, but there are numerous small “jobs” that could be undertaken by us the members.  We are having a working day on April 27th – wouldn’t it be great if everyone that was able came along and we all carried out a small task.  (Cups of tea always welcome).

My thanks to the Gentlemen of the PTG group who so generously give of their time and expertise to keep our Church looking good and finally thank you to all who help in any way they can.

Shirley Taylor on behalf of PTG

OTHER ORGANISATIONS

We welcome a number of other organisations that use our premises on a weekly basis. These include:
· Alcoholics’ Anonymous on Tuesdays and Fridays
· Stepping Stars Performing Arts School on Saturdays
· PHAB Club on Tuesdays
FOR MORE INFORMATION
We would be delighted to see or hear from you, and you can contact us in lots of different ways.

Post:
Lyndon Methodist Church

Melton Avenue

Solihull

West Midlands      B92 7QX

Tel:
0121 743 5608

Web:
www.lyndonmethodist.org
Email:
lyndonmethodist@btconnect.com
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TABLE TOP SALE


Wendy Magee will be holding a sale of ladies toiletries in the lounge after this morning’s Service. All proceeds will go to the Singing The Faith appeal.
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